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THE NEW YORK TIMES, MONDAY, PEBIXUASK Y J, 1994 

| ENO IIS CITDA 

Barton Silverman/Thé New York Times 

1 Tim Hardaway, who had 28 points and 13 assists for the Warriors, beating Patria Ewing to the basket. 
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BASKETBALL 

Abdul-Jabbar Says 
He Might Play Again 

As a former Laker teammate of 

MAGIC JOHNSON, it's hardly surprising 

that KAREEM ABDUL-JABBAR Would want 

to do something to help Johnson's 

campaign in the war against AIDS. 

But what to do? 
“It's been really hard trying to 

figure out exúctly how to contribute 

to the efforts to deal with this prob- 

lem,” Abdul-Jabbar said yesterday. 
Not to worry. The 44-year-old Ab- 

dul-Jabbar, who retired two years 

“ago as the National Basketball Asso- 

ciation's leading scorer, said he has 

an idea on how to contribute almost 

immediately: resume his career in 

the N.B.A. as a statement about the 
need to do something about AIDS. 

“The thing 1 do best is play basket- 

ball,” he said. ““It is the first thing 

that came into my mind.” 
Abdul-Jabbar, who made the re- 

marks on “The N.F.L. Today” pro- 

gram on CBS, said that so far he was 

merely considering the idea and had 

not decided whether to try for a 

comeback with the Lakers, or with 

his old coach, PAT RILEY, who is now 

with the Knicks. The Lakers hold no 

rights to Abdul-Jabbar. 

The Knicks” president, DAVE CHECK- 

ETTS, said he found the idea intrigu- 

ing. “Anytime there's a guy like that 

who decides he's going to jump back 

into it, 1 think it's intriguing,” Check- 

' etts said. “We're one of the few teams 

“that has salary cap money available. 

“] say it's intriguing but 1 don't 

know if it's even possible. The charity 

thing is a wonderful idea but we still 

need to win. We would only do it if we 

thought we were going to get a com- 
petitive advantage out of it.” 

Riley said: “1 always thought one 

of the things that made Kareem so 

successful was his incredible durabil- 

ity. Obviously, his age is a factor, but 

he's a gifted athlete and a very, very. 

smart player, so you never know.” 

- Jordan and Money “ 
MICHAEL JORDAN made news in two 

cities in two unrelated stories, but the 

headlines all boiled down to money. In 

Charlotte, N.C., Federal investigators 

'SportsPeople : 

Kareem Abdul-Jabbar 

accused a convicted cocaine dealer of 

intending to evade taxes on $57,000 

that he said Jordan had lent to him. 

And in Chicago, Jordan, in the 

fourth year of an eight-year, $25.75 

million contract with the Chicago 

Bulls, said he deserved more money. 

“*] know other teams are finding ways 

to give top players raises,” Jordan 

said. “But 1 won't complain or de- 

mand a new contract.” 
Meanwhile, officials in Charlotte 

said Jordan was not a subject of the 

Federal inquiry, The Charlotte Ob- 

server reported yesterday. 

Investigators froze the $57,000 in 

JAMES (SLIM) BOULER's bank account 

Nov. 1, citing the businessman's drug 

history and saying the money proba- 

bly came from illegal sources, ac- 

cording to court documents. Bouler 

operates Golf-Tech Pro-Shop in Mon- 

roe, N.C. 

Bouler has filed documents in Unit- 

ed States District Court in Charlotte 

saying that Jordan gave him the loan 

“to build a driving range. 
“Is totally true,” Jordan said, 

from Chicago. “It's a loan. "ve known 

him for four or five years.” 
(AP) 

English Goes to Italy 
ALEX ENGLISH, the N.B.A.'s seventh- 

leading career scorer, signed a one- 

year contract with Naples, an Italian ; 
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